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Three Major Directions:

Cultivating Values 

Creating Space

Student-centred Learning 

EDB Circular Memorandum No. 154/2022  Annex 2



Seven Major Renewed Emphases:

 Strengthening values education (including 

life education, national education and 

national security education) 

 Making good use of learning time and 

creating space to promote a balanced 

physical and mental development 

 Enriching life-wide learning experiences 

and promoting whole-person development 

 Better catering for learner diversity 

 Reinforcing STEAM education, and 

nurturing students’ media and information 

literacy 

 Strengthening cross-curricular learning and 

reading across the curriculum for 

developing lifelong learning capabilities 

 Enhancing assessment literacy for 

promoting learning and teaching 

effectiveness 
EDB Circular Memorandum No. 154/2022  Annex 2



Values education can be promoted under various cross-curricular domains, 
for example:

 moral education

 civic education

 national education (including Constitution, Basic Law and national
security education)

 anti-drug education

 life education

 sex education

 media and information literacy education

 education for sustainable development

Values Education Curriculum Framework (Pilot Version) (2021)

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/tc/curricu

lum-development/4-key-tasks/moral-

civic/VE_CF_20211129_r.pdf



Promoting Values Education in the School Curriculum

Added in 2020
Added in 2021

Values Education Curriculum Framework (Pilot Version) (2021)

Added in 2020



• To provide students 
with authentic learning 
experiences so that 
they know how to put 
positive values and 
attitudes into practice

• To nurture 
students’ 
empathy and 
positive attitudes 
towards life

• To enhance students’ 
understanding of positive 
values and attitudes and 
skills in making moral 
judgements and decisions

Cognition 
Level

Affection 
Level

Promoting 
Positive  
Values & 
Attitudes

Action 
Level

Promoting Values Education in the School Curriculum –
Integration of cognition, affection and action

Values Education Curriculum Framework (Pilot Version) (2021)



Integrating Values Education into the School   
English Language Curriculum



Myth about Promotion of Values Education

Due to the tight teaching schedule, I can only

focus more on the teaching of subject

knowledge (e.g. vocabulary and grammar

teaching). How can I set aside time for values

education?

Not an addition, 

but an INTEGRATION



Schools are encouraged to:

 focus on the positive values and attitudes that align with
their school mission, school contexts, stakeholders’
views, students’ needsand major concerns

 explore a variety of value-laden issues and stimuli for
critical and imaginative learning experiences

 make use of everyday life events and a variety of learning
and teaching resources to provide contexts for cultivating
values in students

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-

development/renewal/ELE/ELE_KLACG_P1-

S6_Eng_2017.pdf

Integrating Values Education into the 
School English Language Curriculum



Connecting the Ten Priority Values and Attitudes with the 
Themes/Topics of Teaching Modules in the English Language Curriculum

English Language Values Education

Focuses, e.g.

• Values and attitudes

• Text types

• Reading/writing 

strategies 

• Language items

Literacy Skills 

Development



Care for others
Respect for others

Empathy

Perseverance
Diligence

Commitment

National identity
Respect for others

Law-abidingness
Integrity

Responsibility
Empathy

KS1
Me, My Family and Friends
(Me and my family)

KS1
Caring and Sharing 
(People who help us)

KS2
Relationships 
(Beautiful people)

KS2
Happy Days 
(Festivals)

KS2
My Neighbourhood
(Streetwise)

Storytelling and reader’s theatre on
books or texts about helping with the
housework

Writing a thank-you card to people
who take care of our surroundings

Discussing the life stories of a
successful person and ways he/she
faces difficulties

Writing a description about the
culture and traditions of a Chinese
festival

Writing some rules on road safety for
classmates

Connecting the Ten Priority Values and Attitudes with the 
Themes/Topics of Teaching Modules in the English Language Curriculum

Module and unit Target values and attitudes Learning and teaching activities



Strengthening the Connection between English Language and Various 
Cross-curricular Domains to Facilitate Whole-person Development

Values 
Education

English 
Language



English Language &  
General Studies 

Features of 
biographical texts

Learning from success 
stories of famous 
scientists through 

project work

Grit, perseverance

Research on Famous 
Failures

English Language & 
Music

Analysis of literary 
devices in lyrics

Rewriting the lyrics of 
a song

Hope, empathy, 
respect for others…

Song Dedication 
Activity

Strengthening the Connection between English Language and Various 
Cross-curricular Domains to Facilitate Whole-person Development



English Language Values Education

Module (KS1)

• The World Around Us 

(Same and different) 

Positive 
Values & Attitudes

Content objectives

• To learn about the story Same-same or 

Different?

• To cultivate in students positive values and 

attitudes (e.g. care and respect for others, 

empathy)

Language objectives

To learn about:

• elements of a story 

• the use of the simple present tense 

and the simple past tense
• the text structure “problem-solution”

Integrating Values Education into the Primary English Classroom 

(A Story / Fiction)
Literacy Skills 

Development

Cognition 
Level 

Affection 
Level

Promoting 
Positive 

Values and 
Attitudes

Action 
Level

Empathy

Care for 
others

Respect 
for others



In the Reading Workshops, students read the narrative text about two animals, Sparrow and

Snake. They are frustrated because their parents said that they are different kinds of animals,

and thus cannot be friends. The principal tries to cheer them up by identifying similarities

between them. Students then, from the perspective of Sparrow or Snake, write a letter to

convince their parents to let them become friends.

Task 1

Students are guided to
understand:

 the text structure and 

plot through drawing a 

story map; and

 the language features

of the text through

identifying the use of 

the simple present 

tense and the simple 

past tense.

Task 2

Students discuss:

 the problems Sparrow 
and Snake are facing;

 how Sparrow and 
Snake feel; and

 various ways to help 
them.

Task 3

 Students propose 
different ways to solve 
Sparrow and Snake’s 
problems in groups, 
and each group 
selects the best 
solution to share with 
the class. 

Writing Task

 Students listen to the 
new and imaginative 
ideas from different 
groups and use them 
to write a letter from 
the perspective of 
Sparrow or Snake to 
convince their parents 
to let them become 
friends.



Integrating Values Education into the Primary English Classroom 



Integrating Values Education into the Primary English Classroom 

Learning and teaching activities

Cognition 
Level

Affection 
Level

Promoting 
Positive 

Values and 
Attitudes

Action 
Level

Care for 
others

Respect 
for others

Empathy



Integrating Values Education into the Primary English Classroom 

https://emm.edcity.hk/media/Fantastic+PeopleA+Yu+Chui+Yee+%28English+subtitles+available%29/1_f72oqgyb


Learning and teaching activities

Integrating Values Education into the Primary English Classroom 

Cognition 
Level

Affection 
Level

Promoting 
Positive 

Values and 
Attitudes

Action 
Level

Perseverance

Care for 
others

Diligence
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“What Happens Next?”
Predicting the Storyline of Inspirational Short Animations

Integrating Values Education into the Primary English Classroom 
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“What Happens Next?”
Predicting the Storyline of Inspirational Short Animations

Select and play an 
inspirational 

short animation
for the first time.

Pause the video at specific 
times and engage students 

in making predictions of 
the plot at different stages.

Have students identify the 
unpleasant experience or 

challenges (e.g. a disability, 
a challenging task) faced 
by the characters in the 

short animation.

Discuss how the 
characters 

handle/overcome the 
adversities. Ask students 
to put themselves in the 
shoes of the characters 

and share what they 
would do and how they 
would feel if they faced 

similar challenges.

Play the short 
animation multiple 

times as necessary to 
analyse the fictional 

elements (e.g. 
themes) and 

cinematic techniques 
(e.g. camera shots).

Conclude the lesson by 
eliciting from students 
the positive messages 
learnt from the short 

animation. Get them to 
reflect on how they can 

apply those positive 
values and attitudes in 

the daily life.

Integrating Values Education into the Primary English Classroom 



Holistic Planning of the School Curriculum for Integrating Values 
Education into the School English Language Curriculum 

School level

School mission and 

background

School development plan 

and major concerns

English KLA level

General English 

Programme

Reading Workshops

Enrichment 

programmes…

Cross-KLA level

Reading across the 

Curriculum 

Cross-curricular 

collaboration

Life-wide learning 

activities…

organic 

integration

learning within 

and beyond the 

classroom 

natural 

connection

whole-school 

participation

diversified 

strategies

mutual 

coordination



Scan the QR code 
to learn more 

about home-school 
co-operation.

Holistic Planning of the School Curriculum for Integrating Values 

Education into the School English Language Curriculum                          

- Involving different stakeholders

Collaborate with parents and foster home-school 
cooperation, e.g.

 engage the PTA in running parent-child activities

 organise talks for parents and students

Make good use of community resources to 
organise service-oriented activities, e.g.

 develop students into hope builders and get them to 
take actions to spread hope to others

 draw greeting cards with positive messages and send 
them to the children at hospitals

 recruit students for voluntary services at animal rescue 
shelters

 organise a donation for food banks



Holistic Planning of the School Curriculum for Integrating 
Values Education into the School English Language Curriculum 

Application of language 
and generic skills, 
experiential learning, 
service-oriented 
activities 

Reflection, 
motivation, sharing 
of learning 
experiences 

Cognition 
Level

Affection 
Level

Promoting 
Positive  
Values & 
Attitudes

Action 
Level

Development of language 

skills, vocabulary, language 

structures, text types, etc.



Food for Thought about Promoting Values Education in the 
English Language Curriculum

Authenticity – a meaningful and authentic purpose and context

Sustainability – vertical continuum, not a one-off activity 

Integration – connection with English language learning 

Application and Reflection – making an impact, not just rote learning of positive values

Natural 

connection 

Organic 

integration  





Participation in Week of Positivity

 Period: 6 February – 7 July 2023 
 Mode of activities: organising a cross-curricular English week 
 Themes: “Leading a Positive Life” and four sub-themes “Cherishing Life”, 

“Diligence”, “Empathy” and “Respect for Diversity” 
 Objectives: 

 to create a learning environment conducive to English learning 
 To promote values education

Visit the website for more information:
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/sow/wop.html
Registration
 Support measures and resource materials

• Poster on 7-Day Positivity Challenge *
• The SOW Ambassadors Passport * 
• School-based Support from the NET Section *
• A Booklet on School-based English Activities for the Promotion of Values Education 

(e-version) 
• SOW Treasure Chest

31

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/sow/wop.html


Resources on Promoting Positive Values and Attitudes: 
English Sayings of Wisdom (SOW)

www.edb.gov.hk/sow

http://www.edb.gov.hk/sow


Resources on Promoting Values Education 
in the English Language Curriculum

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/values_ed_pri.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/values_ed_pri.html


SOWIT Videos Resource Kit 
(Part 1 & Part 2)  

SOWIT Videos 

SOW Posters

SOW Resource Kit



e-Book Famous Scientists

Videos and Resource Kit 
Fantastic People

Resource Kit 
Say “Yes” to Treating Animals with Respect 



Chinese Fable and Tale Series 



Chinese Fable and Tale Series 




